Thank you.  On behalf of all the campers, leaders, property staff and assigned team we thank you for your faithfulness to Jesus.  We pray that in everything this month has pushed you and challenged you to grow as your have been the hands and feet of Jesus to the campers this month.  We pray that you return home refreshed and renewed; excited about the cross of Christ and the victory contained in his death and resurrection.  And we pray that you will not leave Christ at camp, but you will invite Christ home with you.  It will be tough to be back home, but Christ is there.  As is the promise of the last verse of Matthew, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

A Month in Matthew

Timber Wolf Lake

Work Crew
Jesus replied:

 ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’

Matthew 22:37

July 21 – August 19 2001
Welcome to Timber Wolf Lake.  We are so excited that you are here to love Christ and serve teenagers.  We consider it such a privilege to be here with you and look forward to the opportunity to get to know you this month.  One of the things we hold very dearly is your personal walk with Christ.  We know that the work will be hard and tiring.  But we want you to leave this month refreshed and excited about Christ rather than tired and worn out.  

This month we are going to study the gospel of Matthew.  It is our prayer that as you read about Jesus, you will read and hear from God Himself and He will manifest His present here with us.  

Each day we are going to investigate a different chapter and by the end of the month we will have covered the entire book of Matthew!  For each day there is a Scripture reading, a meditation, a couple of personal reflection questions, space to journal and record your work crew experience and a short prayer.  Though the prayers end with “Amen”, don’t stop there.  Continue your prayer and pray for campers, leaders, your fellow work crew, the summer staff, the assigned team and the property staff.  

Again, we are so excited you are here.  God bless you.

Mark

Kristen

Beth

Steve

God with us
Day 1

Reading






Matthew 1:1-25

“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which means, “God with us.” (1:23)
Meditation





Jesus moved into the neighborhood.  God with us.  What lies before us is a month of service, a month of work.  But what lies beneath us as our foundation, and what lies within us as our strength, is Jesus Christ.  So often we get caught up in “do this” or “don’t do that” as Christians that we miss out on the best thing, that God is present, here and now.  God with us.  How often do we miss out on that truth?  How often do we miss God because we don’t really expect that He is here?  Instead of obligation to serve let there be passion.  Instead of “I have to” let there be “I want to”.  

Two thousand years ago Mary was the first person to carry the gospel as she was pregnant with Jesus.  Now, we have the privilege to carry the gospel this month in our work, in our attitudes, in our relationships and in our lives.  Why?  Because God is with us.  Colossians 1:27 tells us “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  Jesus lives within us.  God with us.

Reflection





What is a time in your life when you realized that God is with you?  How did that make you feel?

What is a time in your life when God seemed so distant?  How did that make you feel?

Journal – As you start your work crew experience, what are your hopes?  What are your concerns?  What are your expectations and what are you not looking forward to?  How do you want to meet Christ this month?

Prayer

Jesus, I am today reminded that God became man, that you are with me.  I invite you to join me this month as I work, as I play, and as I remember your love for me that brought you out of the glory of heaven above to earth below.  I ask you to show yourself to me and to my team this day and this month.  I love you.  Amen.

DON’T MISS GOD
Day 2

Reading






Matthew 2:1-23

When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied… (2:4-5a)
Meditation





Life is busy.  There’s no shortage of things to do.  But I like it that way.  I hate the feeling of not having anything to do.  The problem here is that we get so busy (often doing things for God), that we miss God.  Then the other day, just as a sign to me of God’s promise and favor on me, I saw a rainbow.  A reminder to me to not miss God in the midst of serving Him. 

Well, for these chief priests and teachers that is exactly what happened.  Herod (the king) asked the religious officials where the Savior was going to be born.  And you know what, they knew the answer!  They knew the Messiah, the Christ was to be born in Bethlehem.  But they missed Him.  They missed the arrival of Jesus the king.  They weren’t looking.  The wise men, on the other hand, did not miss it.  They came, bowed at His feet and worshipped Him.  

There are dishes to be cleaned, towels to wash, tables to set, grass to be mowed and toilets to be cleaned.  But as you work, don’t miss God.  He is waiting with a rainbow just for you.  He is waiting for you to be like the wise men and bow at His feet and worship Him.  Just look and see.

Reflection





Is your schedule so busy that you miss God?  Why?

How, this month, can you take time to see Jesus?

Journal – How is your job going?  You get here and have to learn your position very quickly.  Is it going to be easy? Hard? Challenging?  What are your impressions of your team (people with same job as you) so far?

Prayer

Jesus, I am on the lookout for you.  I want to see you.  I don’t want to miss it.  I am here not to work simply for the sake of work.  But rather, I am here to seek after you.  I am here that through my work I might see Jesus and I might point others to you.  Give me the eyes to see you as I serve.  Amen.

DADDY LOVES ME
Day 3

Reading






Matthew 3:1-17

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (3:17)
Meditation





In 1993, the Philadelphia Phillies (my favorite baseball team) went to the World Series.  One afternoon, my dad came home from work with two tickets to the game that night.  Unfortunately, my mom could not go.  So now it was between my brother and I as to who would go with my dad to the game.  Instead, he got both of us into the car and drove us to the stadium.  He dropped my brother and I off at the game and went home and watched the game on TV, then returned to pick us up.  My dad sacrificed what may have been his only chance to ever go to a World Series baseball game for my brother and I.

When I think of this story, I see reflected in my dad the love of God.  I begin to get a sense of how much God cares for me.  Much as God cried down from heaven to declare his love for Jesus, the Son, so also he does for you.  “This is my Son, This is my Daughter, whom I love; with him/her I am well pleased.”  God loves you.  He is pleased with you.  His face shines down upon you and smiles sweetly.  You are his child.

Reflection





What story from your past has served as an illustration of God’s love in your life?

Is it easy or hard for you to accept God’s love for you?  Why?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Daddy, all the time I forgot that you love me.  It just doesn’t always make sense.  But I thank you for it.  I thank you that even when I feel lonely and beat up you are smiling sweetly upon me.  I love you too.  Amen.

follow me everything is alright
Day 4

Reading






Matthew 4:1-25

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed him.  (4:19-20)
Meditation





At once.  There are many potential points to pull out of this.  But I want to notice a small prepositional phrase consisting of merely two words.  At once.  So often we hear about Jonah and his reluctance to go to Nineveh.  In fact, he runs away.  And we later find out why he ran away…he knew full well that God was slow to anger and quick to love.  And he resented that.  He didn’t want to be obedient because he didn’t want the people of Nineveh to get off that easily.

On the other hand we have Simon and Andrew.  They had probably known Jesus for a while; maybe they were boyhood friends who gone to school together or played on the same little league team.  But they didn’t know him that well.  Heck, three years later they still didn’t understand what he was up to.  But he invites them to follow him.  Their response?  “At once.”  They follow without question and they follow immediately.  

Reflection





Is your obedience to Christ better represented by Jonah and his delays or by Simon and Andrew and their response “at once”?  

How can you make yourself more available to immediately obedience to Christ?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I am available to you.  Please teach me to follow you immediately.  I want to hear your voice, then respond “at once”.  Thank you that you have called me to follow you.  Amen.

bright lights
Day 5

Reading






Matthew 5:1-48

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (5:16)
Meditation





I received the most incredible compliment the other day.  I write this from camp and my female leader, Debbie, told me something her girls said in cabin time the night before.  They were discussing the images of Jesus and how He always has this glow about His face.  Then the girls said to Deb, “Steve’s face shines like that when he talks about Jesus too.”  Wow.  It made me feel so unworthy and undeserving.  My only response was to cry in joy that God was at work and that people really could see Jesus in me.  

That is exactly what Matthew is talking about here.  You, as a follower of Jesus Christ, have the opportunity to shine with Christ’s glory and other people will notice, not for your own gain or glory, but that they see your good deeds and “praise your Father in heaven.”

Reflection





When people look at you, who do they praise, you or their Father in heaven?

How do people see Jesus in you?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Jesus, thank you that you live in my heart and out of your love for me I can love you and love others.  Thank you for the ways that people praise you for my good deeds and please continue to use me to point people to Jesus.  Amen.

forgiven
Day 6

Reading






Matthew 6:1-34

“For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.” (6:14)
Meditation





These words are going to be very important to us over the next three weeks.  Each member of this work crew is a sinner only here because of the work of Jesus Christ in our lives.  Jesus forgave us.  And here comes the challenge – when others on our team mess up, are we going to be quick to convey the love of Christ in forgiveness?  Or are we going to get mad and angry and upset at the individual?

Christ modeled forgiveness.  And he said that God will forgive us when we forgive others.  Herein lies the statement from the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our sins, as we also have forgiven those who sin against us” (6:12).  

The opposite is also true, as we learn in verse 15.  If we do not forgive, God will not forgive our sins.  This month, let’s be slow to anger, abounding in love.  Let us be ready to forgive.

Reflection





Have you wronged someone on the work crew that you need to ask for forgiveness?  

Is there someone on the work crew you need to forgive for what they have done to you?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Father, please forgive me.  I’m a screw up and I know it.  But you love me anyway and you have chosen to use me anyway.  This month let me love as you loved.  Let me forgive as you forgave.  

stairway to heaven
Day 7

Reading






Matthew 7:1-29

“Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (7:13-14)
Meditation





I drive a lot and it is hard to drive in unfamiliar territory.  I recently drove from Orlando, Florida to Pensacola, only a couple of miles from Alabama on the Florida panhandle.  Most of the drive was interstate which made it easy.  The roads are big and well marked.  Traffic moves quickly and I just kept moving.  But then I got to the exit and all of a sudden roads are smaller.  There are lots of side streets and ways off the road I am supposed to follow.  It was night and the roads were not well lit, which doesn’t help.  All I had were the directions my friend had given me to not get lost.

It seems to me that this is very much like our spiritual journeys.  It would be easy for us to stay on the big main roads.  But those roads don’t go where we are headed.  They are headed for destruction.  So we turn off onto the narrow road to follow Jesus Christ.  But along the way we are presented with many opportunities to leave that path and get back onto the big highway.  And a lot of times we don’t even know where we are going on these small streets.  But we too have directions…the Bible.  We need to very carefully investigate and follow its instructions so as not to get lost.  And where does this road lead to?  It leads to life.  It leads to eternity with Christ.

Reflection





What in your life tempts you back to the main road instead of the narrow road that leads to life?

What happens when you stop following the directions you were given and starting going your own direction?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, so often I choose the wide road.  It’s easier and sometimes I even think it is more fun.  But the narrow road leads to life.  Keep my eyes on you Jesus that I will continue to follow the narrow road and keep me reading the Bible so that I know the path to follow.    Amen.
STAND IN AWE
Day 8

Reading






Matthew 8:1-34

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this?  Even the winds and the waves obey him!” (8:27)
Meditation





Our culture is bored.  We’ve lost the ability to be amazed, to stand in awe.  We are bored.  Everything has become ordinary.  And as a result, who knows how many times we’ve missed seeing Christ at work in our lives because we have forgotten what it means to be amazed.

 Newborn babies are great.  As you hold them, they stare with their eyes wide open trying to absorb the incredible sites that lay before them.   Wide-eyed wonder.  

Jesus’ disciples never got past being amazed by Jesus.  He did things they just couldn’t believe.  Here they are on a ship in the middle of a storm.  Jesus stands up and at the command of his voice, the winds stop and the waves are calm.  And the only reaction the disciples could muster was amazement.  Did that really just happen?  Did he really just do that?  They stared in wonder.

Reflection





When was the last time you were amazed by life?

When was the last time you were amazed by Christ?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, you are so much bigger and more powerful than I can imagine.  Please show me your face and let me stand in awe of who you are.    Amen.
cheer up
Day 9

Reading






Matthew 9:1-38

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” (9:12-13)
Meditation





Cheer up: You are worse than you ever imagined.  Yes, it’s true.  Me too. We are sinners.  And worse sinners than we care to admit or believe.  God created this whole world to be a venue for our relationship with Him.  He was to be our God and us to be His people.  He was to be Creator and us the creation.  He was to be our Master and us to be the servants.  He was to be our Father and us to be His children.  But instead, as declared by Romans 1:25, “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator – who is forever praised.  Amen.”  Yes, we’re sinners.  We worship and serve creation rather than the Creator.  And we are worse than we’ve ever imagined.

Cheer up: You are loved more than you ever imagined.  Yes, it’s true.  Me too.  We are loved.  And the power of God’s love isn’t for “good people”.  No, in fact this passage declares that Jesus did not come to “call the righteous, but sinners”.  Praise God that His love is made complete in us not by our own goodness, but rather that He loves in spite of our lack of goodness.  Cheer up: You are more loved than you ever imagined.

Reflection





Do you know how big of a sinner you are?

Do you know how greatly you are loved by God?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I am sick and need a doctor.  I am a sinner and I need a Savior who loves me in spite of that sin.  Teach me Lord about my sin.  Teach me also about Your love that I might be an example of “He who has been forgiven little, loves little.  But he who has been forgiven much, loves much.”  Amen.

peace on earth, goodwill to men
Day 10

Reading






Matthew 10:1-42
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” (10:34)
Meditation





Every Christmas we sing “peace on earth, goodwill to men.”  But here Jesus is claiming that he came to declare war, not peace.  And you want proof?  Who has heard of executing someone who was promoting peace?  And yet Jesus was crucified!  Jesus came announcing Himself as King.  At Christmas we sing about peace and yet Jesus’ birth really was a key moment in the war between heaven and hell.  Though the kingdom Jesus was ushering in did not look like what the Jews and Romans thought it would look like, make no mistake about it.  Jesus died because He came to declare Himself King.  And the sign above Jesus head when hanging on the cross, “Jesus, King of the Jews.”  

So what is the challenge to us?  We are called to take up the sword.  We are called to be warriors, soldiers.  Following Christ requires us to be soldiers in the heavenly war.  We are to go with the gospel of Jesus Christ as our sword (Ephesians 6:17) and proclaim Jesus as King.  Are you ready for the battle?  

Reflection





Are you a soldier or a civilian in the war between heaven and hell?

How can you take up your sword today and fight?
Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Mighty King, I rejoice that the battle is Yours.  And yet I hear the call to pick up my sword.  Give me boldness today to proclaim You to others.  I confess that too often I stand on the side and watch.  But today I want in.  I’m ready to fight.  Amen.
your heart is searching
Day 11

Reading






Matthew 11:1-30

“”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (11:28-30)
Meditation





At the entrance to the town of Celebration, Florida is a sign that says, “Celebration - The destination your soul has been searching for.”    Though the word soul has been certainly overused and undervalued, this is a bold statement; to say that a town could be the place your heart is longing for, to say that moving to this town could meet your heart’s desires.

Jesus makes a similarly bold statement in saying that when people come to him they will find rest for their souls.  And what does that mean anyway?  Rest, in some ways, is a single word to gather the meanings of several words, hope, joy, peace and others into one sense of contentment.  Though no one town can meet your heart’s desires and calm your soul, in Jesus is peace, joy and hope.  So let’s revise that sign, “Jesus - the destination your soul’s been searching for.”

Reflection





Is “restful” a word that in any way describes your work crew experience thus far?

John 15 talks about abiding in Christ – the same idea as resting in Christ.  When is a time you have felt you really were abiding or resting in Christ, when you felt true contentment, peace, joy and hope all at once?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Great Comforter, I confess that so often rest is not descriptive of my life with you.  Right now, renew the work of your Spirit within me and let me enjoy you, experiencing your joy, hope, and peace - your rest.  Amen.

UNITED we stand, divided we fall
Day 12

Reading






Matthew 12:1-50

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.” (12:25)
Meditation





Have you ever played on a sports team or in a band that was divided?  The LA Lakers come to mind here.  For all this past season they bickered and argued and fought.  There was no singularity in purpose or vision. They were not communicating.  They were prideful and unwilling to serve one another.  And, needless to say, they struggled all season.  Then, at the end of the season, the stars on the team humbled themselves and became a team…and they promptly won the next 19 games in a row on their way to the NBA championship.

Well, the same is true in our spiritual “teams”.  At the end of chapter 12 Jesus calls his disciples, us, his brothers and sisters; his family.  We are a family.  But families fight.  Instead of being one, they are many.  As a work crew we are a family.  We are a team.  But are we a team united or divided?  Are we singular in purpose and vision?  Or are we torn and split?  You know the old song “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  Is that true of us?  Do people see Christ by our love for one another?

Reflection





Have you in some way hurt or divided the team or an individual on our work crew team?  If so, go and confess that and be restored to the family.

How could we improve our team so we can be more faithful in standing united as we bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to the students we are serving this month?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Jesus, as I work day in and day out with people this month, I confess that sometimes I am impatient and short-tempered.  I am prideful and conceited.  Please forgive me and the entire work crew for the ways we have failed to stand united.  We want people to meet you this month Jesus and I pray that we as your servants are not divided as we serve toward that end.   Amen.

faith-full
Day 13

Reading






Matthew 13:1-58

And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. (13:58)
Meditation





Teenagers will meet Christ this month.  That is why we are here: because we believe that Jesus Christ is at work in the lives of people performing the ultimate miracle, salvation. Let the failures of the people of Jesus’ own hometown serve as a warning to us.  Jesus would not perform miracles there because those who knew Jesus the best did not have the faith to believe in Him.  These people had known Jesus all their lives: they grew up playing basketball and doing homework with Jesus.  Maybe they were even on his Little League team.  And yet, they did not believe.  

Christ, for reasons we do not fully understand, rewards our faith.  He wants us to stop doubting and believe.  So, today, be faith-full and he will be faithful to perform that incredible miracle in the hearts and lives of those we are serving.

Reflection





In what ways do you sometimes doubt Jesus and his power to save?

Is your prayer life reflective of your desire for the students here to know Christ?  Spend some extra time today praying for Justine as she speaks as well as for the students and leaders here.

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, you know that I struggle to believe.  I’ve seen the miracle you have performed in my life, yet still I doubt.  I believe, help me in my unbelief.  And please, sweet Jesus, I ask that people this week meet you for the first time.  Amen.

it’s been a long day
Day 14

Reading






Matthew 14:1-36

After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  When evening came, he was there alone… (14:23)
Meditation





Normally, after a long day, I come home, turn on the TV, maybe throw in a movie, get a drink and lay down on my couch and unwind.  That is not Jesus’ response though.  Jesus had had a long, busy day.  Heck, he fed over 5000 people with nothing more than 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish.  I consider that a full day’s work!

And how did he respond?  He went to be alone with His Father…he went alone to pray.  

The challenge is simple: How do we respond after a long, busy, full day of serving the King?  Do we say that we’ve put in our time with God and claim it for ourselves, or do we go and sit in the presence of God and pray?

Reflection





How do you respond after a long day of work?

Has work crew for you been all work and no pray?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Father, I confess it’s easier to work for you than to sit and enjoy you.  Give me the desire to come to you when I am tired and pray.  Amen.

these crowded streets
Day 15

Reading






Matthew 15:1-39

Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. (15:30)
Meditation





What are the things in our culture that cause a crowd?  A sporting event.  A concert.  Fireworks.  A movie.  Jesus?!?

Well, kinda.  Last year I went to an event called One Day where we literally spent an entire day singing, praying, being taught…an entire day in the presence of Jesus.  Incredible – 65000 college students waiting on Jesus.

They did that a lot 2000 years ago all the time.  Throughout the gospels we read about Jesus being surrounded by a crowd.  Houses the lame man can’t get inside of because of the crowd.  A crowd of 5000+ fed with a five loaves of bread and two fish.  And again 4000+ fed with seven loaves of bread.  The people stopped and sat in amazement as they as Jesus healed the sick – both the physically sick and the spiritually sick.  They sat and watched Jesus.  

Reflection





Have you even been in a huge crowd gathered there for Jesus?  What was it like?

In what ways do you help lead the crowd to Jesus?  In what ways do you take the crowd away from Jesus?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, our culture glorifies entertainment.  We gather for sports, movies, concerts and countless other things trying to fulfill ourselves.  I pray God that I would help lead the crowd to Jesus so that we can come and sit in amazement of you.  Amen.

we’re gonna live forever
Day 16

Reading






Matthew 16:1-28

“I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” (16:28)
Meditation





How can this be?  Christ has not returned and taken us as his followers into heaven, his eternal kingdom.  And, obviously, no one who heard him say these words is still alive.  So how can it be that some who were there that day were still alive to see him enter his kingdom?

John the Baptist’s ministry cry was always the same, “The kingdom of God is near” (see Mark 1:15).  However, something amazing happened when Jesus rose from the dead; part of the kingdom of God was made known to us then and there.  How incredible to know that even today we can in some small ways experience the kingdom of God?!?

Reflection





How in your life have you seen evidence of the kingdom of God?

What hopes do you have for residing forever in the kingdom of God?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Victorious Jesus, thank you again for the cross, that with your death and resurrection I can live in the kingdom of God today.  Amen.

quiet please
Day 17

Reading






Matthew 17:1-27

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” (17:9)
Meditation





Why would Jesus say that?  Constantly throughout the gospels Jesus tells people that he has healed or that have seen something amazing (such as the transfiguration here in chapter 17) not to say anything.  Why would he do that?  Wouldn’t everyone believe he is God and follow him?  And isn’t that what he wanted?

But he wants us to choose him of free will…not because it was obligatory.  If someone knew absolutely something to be true, he (or she) would be forced to acknowledge it as such.  Instead, God wanted faith (which Hebrews 11:1 defines as “being sure of what you hope for and certain of what you do not see).  God gave us enough information to make faith possible, but not so much to make it unnecessary.

Reflection





When is your faith strongest?

What other reasons might Jesus have told them not to tell others what they had seen?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I believe in you.  Thank you for the faith to believe in what I can not see or touch.  Amen.

faith like a child
Day 18

Reading






Matthew 18:1-35

“Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  (18:4)
Meditation





Two years ago (I was 20 at the time) I asked for one thing for Christmas – GI Joe action figures.  Reality was starting to set in for me…I was almost an adult and couldn’t believe it.  I wanted to be a child again.  Well, I woke up Christmas morning to find, among other things, the GI Joes I had asked for…as well as legos and a racecar track.  I couldn’t help but laugh, but sure enough I spent 4 hours the next day playing with the racecar set.  In fact, the following semester of college included many, many hours of my friends and I gathered around the racecar set playing.

Though this is a funny story, I understood in a whole new way what Jesus had called me to when he told me to become like a little child.

Reflection





When was the last time you really acted like a little kid, playing and enjoying life without care or concern?

What does it mean to humble yourself like a child?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Daddy, it confuses me that you want me to be like a child, but I am your child.  And for that I thank you.  Amen.

choose life
Day 19

Reading






Matthew 19:1-30

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. (19:22)
Meditation





It’s easy for me to write off this story as irrelevant to me.  He’s rich.  I’m not.  We are both young, whatever significance that has.  Elsewhere in the New Testament we learn him also to be a ruler.  I definitely do not fit that category!

So what can I learn from Jesus’ statement to go and sell all my possessions and give to the poor?  Heck, by American standards, I nearly am one of the poor.  

But Jesus’ comment only partly has to do with wealth and power.  Jesus is asking us to examine our own hearts to find out what we value more than him.  When forced to choose between his wealth and Jesus, “he (the young ruler) went away sad.”

Reflection





What do you value more than Jesus?

How will you respond when asked to give it up and follow Jesus?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I value ________ very much, but I value you more.  I gladly give it up and I choose you.  I love you Jesus.  Amen.

blindman stood by the way
Day 20

Reading






Matthew 20:1-34

Jesus stopped and called them.  “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. (20:32)
Meditation





Picture the scene.  Two blind beggars out on the corner, just as they are at this time everyday.  Except today is not everyday.  No, today is a new day.  Why?  Well, rumor has it Jesus is in town.  They’ve heard about some other miracles he has performed; even stories about other blind people being able to see.  Maybe, just maybe, today will be different.  But they dare not get their hopes up yet.

They heard the crowds, the commotion.  Jesus is headed their way!  They start screaming, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us.”  Over and over again.  Though the crowds told them to be quiet, still they shouted.  How could they stop?  After all, this was Jesus.  This was their chance!  Then it happened.  Jesus stopped, turned and asked that one question they were waiting to hear, “What do you want me to do for you?”

Reflection





Have you ever shouted for Jesus like this before?  When?

How would you answer that question, “What do you want me to do for you?”

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Jesus, thank you for hearing my cries.  Give me the courage to shout for you even when the crowd tells me to shut up.  Amen.

WE FALL DOWN
Day 21

Reading






Matthew 21:1-46

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouts, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest!” (21:9)
Meditation





Let’s forget for just a moment that in less than a week from the time of this story these same people would change their shouts to “Crucify Him” and kill Jesus.  Heck, I go from worship to sin in much less than a week…sometimes in minutes.

Let’s forget that for now because I don’t want to miss what is happening here…WORSHIP!  The God of the Universe exalted by his people with simple shouts of praise.  Psalm 84 declares that “better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere”.  That verse meant nothing until I spent an entire day in worship, in uplifting the name of Christ.  Then I knew it was for worship that I was created.  And these people knew and understood this as well as they shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

Reflection





Why do you think you were created?

When was the last time you were captured and captivated by the worship of Jesus?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

My King, I worship you!  I exalt you!  I love you!  Make me into a creature of worship.  Amen.

Because he lives
Day 22

Reading






Matthew 22:1-46

“But about the resurrection of the dead – have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” (22:31-32).
Meditation





This is one of those verses that gets me excited.  Our God is not dead, but alive.  And he is not the God of the dead but of the living.  And that is the hope of our salvation; that our God is not content to let us live here and then die.  Rather, he has promised us life eternal.  In John 14 we receive the promise that even now he is preparing a room for us in his Father’s house.  And then the promise the he will come and take us there with him.  Wow!  

We talk often about heaven.  We even take it for granted that in becoming a Christian, we get eternal life as part of the package.  Yet do we understand what’s going on here?  We have received the gift of eternity at the foot of our God!  I am overwhelmed just thinking about that.  Eternity with my God.  Why?  Because he lives.  And he’s the God of the living.

Reflection





How does it make you feel to know that you will live forever with Christ?  And to know that this month people here at this place are entering into a relationship with the God of the living for the first time?

What verses/passages get you really excited about serving Christ?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, you are alive and have promised me life.  I didn’t deserve that gift.  I don’t deserve it now.  But I accept that gift.  I commit myself anew today to loving you with all my heart, soul and mind.  Thank you Jesus.  Amen.

in the secret
Day 23

Reading






Matthew 23:1-39

“In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”  (23:28).
Meditation





I feel like this describes my Christian life much of the time.  I’ve been playing this Christian gig for quite a while.  I know how to act and what to say to come off as “a good Christian” – sometimes even appearing holier-than-thou.  And, honestly, most of the time it’s pretty easy and I do a good job of it.

But in this passage I find myself to be one of the Pharisees.  Everyone sees me as polished and righteous.  But on the inside I am a hypocrite.  I do exactly what I tell others not to do.  A war wages within between Jesus Christ and my own wickedness.  

Two results flow out of this: first, confession.  Go before God and confess your sins.  He knows them already.  In fact, he’s already died to pay for them.  And secondly, find someone to whom you can be accountable.  Find someone to ask you the hard questions, to peer into your soul and challenge you.  Find someone who knows the dirt and loves you still.  Confession and accountability will lead you to a new level of purity and intimacy with Christ.

Reflection





What areas of your life do you hide because of the wickedness therein?

Who in your life can you be totally honest to knowing they love you and care for you unconditionally and want you to grow in Christ?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I’m sorry.  Though others may not see the sin in my life, I admit it is definitely there.  And that sin keeps me from you.  Forgive me of those hidden areas of my life.  And please God provide someone in my life to whom I can be open and honest, someone that you have given the vision to see into my heart.  I know that process will be painful, but I want to be pure and holy, clean on the inside as well as the out.  Amen.

do your chores
Day 24

Reading






Matthew 24:1-51

“It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.” (24:46)
Meditation





Your parents are going out for the day and they leave a list of chores to be accomplished before they return.  Figuring they won’t be home till late at night, you sit play on the computer and watch TV all day instead of doing the chores.  Sure, you set a new personal best maintaining 8 separate instant message conversations simultaneously and watched 5 consecutive episodes in the Gilligan’s Island marathon.  But dusting and cleaning your bedroom didn’t happen.  What will be your parents’ response when they return and the chores have not been done?  

Similarly, we receive here from Jesus a warning calling us to obedience.  Jesus warns us to be doing what the master requested, specifically in verse 45 to feed his servants (to love and care for his children).  The reward for faithfulness and obedience here is the commendation of the master.  The penalty for unfaithfulness and disobedience is punishment.  If Christ returned now, would he call you “the faithful and wise servant”?

Reflection





What areas of your life are you like the faithful and wise servant?

What areas of your life are you like the wicked servant?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

My Master, Sometimes I reflect the faithful and wise servant as I love people and share my life with them.  But sometimes I am more like the wicked servant you cast out of your presence.  Forgive me Lord and make me more and more into the faithful servant.  Amen.

reward available
Day 25

Reading






Matthew 25:1-46

“Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’” (25:34)
Meditation





Awesome!  What a joy it will be to hear those words.  What a joy it will be to be called “good and faithful servant”.  And yet, what a huge task has been laid before us to earn those words.  We have been called to be Jesus to other people.  We are to love as he first loved us.  We were hungry and thirsty, naked, sick and in prison.  And Jesus came bringing life and love undeserved.  

And now the same is asked of us.  We are to seek out those for whom Christ has died and to love them as he loved us.  His love for us demanded he give his life.  So the challenge is before us, are we willing to part with our lives for the sake of others?  Are we willing to give up all rights to ourselves, maybe even sacrificing our own food or drink or clothes that a brother or sister will be fed, nourished and clothed?  Are we willing to obey God when it means giving our lives?  If so, what a wondrous day to hear the King welcome us into the inheritance the Father has prepared for us.

Reflection





In what ways were you hungry, thirsty, naked, sick or in prison and loved by Christ?  

Do you see in others the face of Christ whom you serve?  How?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I desire to be called a good and faithful servant.  And I know that will require much of me.  Please teach me how to love as you loved that I may hear those beautiful words as you welcome me into your presence for eternity.  Amen.

last kiss
Day 26

Reading






Matthew 26:1-75

Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” (26:50)
Meditation





Just a couple of hours prior to this incident, Jesus had been having dinner with His buddies and warned that one of them, Judas primarily (though you will notice that all of them run away eventually), will betray Jesus.  He will hand over the Son of God to the authorities for 30 pieces of silver.

Now, here we are.  It is night and obviously dark.  Jesus has just finished 3 intense hours of prayer begging His Father in heaven not to let this happen.  We see a beautiful portrait of Jesus’ humanity as He wrestles with God concerning His upcoming future.  But He commits Himself to obedience.  And then, He hears a crowd coming.  He knows it is His betrayers and those sent to arrest Him and take Him into captivity.  Judas walks up to Jesus and kisses Him on the cheek, just as he has done hundreds of times in the previous three years as he followed Jesus.  But this kiss was different.  This was the kiss of death.

And yet, how does Jesus respond?  This blows me away.  He follower of 3 years betrays Him and has come to have Him arrested.  And He starts the dialogue with Judas with a most unexpected word, “Friend”.  

Reflection





When have you betrayed Jesus?  Maybe it wasn’t for money, but what was it for?  Popularity?  Friends?  Grades in school?  Did you hear Jesus call you “Friend” in the midst of your betrayal?

How does it make you feel to know that once you were God’s enemy, but now are his friend?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, you have called me “Friend” while I was your enemy, betraying you into the hands of the people.  Forgive me, Jesus, and teach me to call you my friend.  Thank you that even in the midst of our betrayal, you continue to call me back to yourself; you continue to call me friend.  Amen.

were you there?
Day 27

Reading






Matthew 27:1-66

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth shook and the rocks split.
Meditation





The Most Holy Place was off limits.  It was the room that held the Ark of the Covenant.  It is the room where God himself presided.  And God could not let a sinful being into his holy presence.  So the design specs for the Temple required a huge curtain to hang to separate itself from the rest of the Temple.  Then, once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest would proceed through several cleansing ceremonies and enter into the Most Holy Place where he would confess the sins of the people of Israel for that year.  But just in case he wasn’t totally pure and holy, they tied a rope around the leg of the high priest.  That way if he died in the presence of God, they could pull him out instead of going in to get him.  This curtain represented the separation between a holy God and a sinful people.

And now it is torn.  With Jesus’ death, the curtain in the temple split in two.  But what does that mean?  It means we have access to God.  The separation is gone.   Sin has been dealt with.  But it means one more thing.  It means that the God of the Universe is dead.  I hope today that you will not gloss over this.  We’ve heard the story time and again.  And yet, the power of what happens here is incredible – Creator dies that the creation could be redeemed.  

Reflection





What aspect of the story of the cross continues to captivate you?  

What walls still separate you from intimacy and closeness with God?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

God, I pray that the account of the cross never grows old.  I pray that I continue to be amazed by the opposite ends of suffering and victory, death and life that the cross represents.  Thank you that you love me enough to die for me.  And please, Holy God, forgive me that it is my sin that drove you to the cross, but shortcomings that drove the nails in your hands and feet.  And please God, let me enter into the Holy Place to be touched by you.  Amen.

up and about
Day 28

Reading






Matthew 28:1-20

“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  Come and see the place where he lay.”  (28:6)
Meditation





How appropriate that we end our study in the gospel of Matthew by returning to the beginning of what we believe.  Jesus is alive.  Jesus is the difference between Christianity and every other religion.  Every religion has beliefs on creation; many even have a flood story.  All religions understand the concept of sin and separation from God; that we are not living according to our designed purpose.  And every religion has a way back to God, which usually manifests itself in the form of humans earning their own way back.

But we have Jesus.  We have a God who in the midst of the sin and separation between Himself and humanity, continued to love us.  But our God knew that we could never earn our way back to Him.  We were helpless, caught in our sin.  And yet, there was something He could do.  And he did it.  He sent Jesus, the Son of God, to earth.  Jesus lived and died for the sake of humanity.  But He then did what no other god could do; He rose from the dead!  Our God is a living, breathing God who at the point of our need did not stay away, but involved Himself.  And now He has invited us into deeper closer relationship with Him.  He lives.

Reflection





How does Jesus’ resurrection affect your life today?

When your return home from your month of work crew, how are you going to do so with a new awareness of the fact that your God is alive today?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, to wrestle with the good and bad things of your work crew experience.

Prayer

Jesus, death could not contain you.  And it is your resurrection that guarantees that I will rise with you to reign forever in your kingdom.  Holy God, thank you for getting involved and not staying distant.  Thank you for Jesus.  Amen.

WHat i learned this month
Take some time to sit and reflect on what God has taught you this month.  Be as specific as possible, but look to see what God has taught you in all the different arenas of your work crew experience; your work, your rest, your play, your time with other work crew, any interaction with campers, your study of the Bible, or anything else.  And write down a list of those things.  The purpose here is to help you concretely identify what God has been teaching you this month that as your return home, you will walk in close communion with God himself.



MY WORK CREW

List the names of your fellow work crew.  Use this list to remember stories from work crew, to remember their names, and to pray for them as they too return home.

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

_______________________________     _______________________________

