Two GOALs
Day 2

Reading






        1 Peter 1:1-25

These (trials) have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may prove genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. (1:7)
Meditation





The entire book of 1 Peter is scary to us because it (repeatedly I might add) calls Christians to a life of suffering.  The word suffering appears over and over throughout the entire letter.  But why are we to suffer?  This verse says that we are to suffer to prove our faith genuine.  And why do we want to prove our faith genuine you ask? Faith has two goals: that God be praised and that you be saved.  

God is supremely concerned with His glory.  His name is above all names.  He is infinitely valuable and infinitely worthy.  He aims to demonstrate his worthiness to us.  He aims to receive praise, glory and honor as verse 7 states.  Our faith is honoring to the name of Christ.

The second goal of faith is your salvation.  Verse 9 states that “you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  For as much as God aims to glorify himself, he aims to save us.  Your faith in Jesus Christ accomplishes both of these wonderful goals.

Reflection





Have you ever suffered for the name of Christ?  How so?

How are God’s glory and our salvation related? 

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, and to wrestle with the good and bad things of your camp experience.

Prayer

Jesus, you suffered first on the cross and then called us to do the same.  We heed your example asking that you be honored by our faith as we await the eternal glory you have promised.  Amen.

But now you have
Day 3

Reading






        1 Peter 2:1-25

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (2:10)
Meditation





Do you remember life before Christ?  Before you knew of His work on the cross and His glorious resurrection?  Before you were made alive in Christ but rather you were dead in your sins and transgressions (see Eph 2)?  Before you had received mercy?  What a glorious day that was when you passed from death to life.  The angels in heaven rejoiced to see you enter the kingdom of God.  

All of us want to belong.  We have clubs and organizations that we join and become a member, an insider.  We want to be treated as special.  The great mystery of the gospel is that we did not choose to be a member of a “God-club” but rather that He chose us and that we belong to Him (see verse 9). There was a day before you had received mercy. There was a day before He called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.  There was a day before you were part of the people of God.  But now you have… Now you have received mercy.  Now you have entered into His wonderful light.  Now you have become part of the people of God.  Now you belong.

Reflection





Is your self-identity tied to your belonging as part of the “people of God”?

To which of your friends is God choosing this week to show mercy that has never previously received it?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, and to wrestle with the good and bad things of your camp experience.

Prayer

Savior, you have brought me from death to life.  You have made me your child, part of your people and for that I praise you.  May I declare today the glorious riches of him who showed me mercy, of him who brought me from darkness into his wonderful light.  Amen.

A special audience with God
Day 4

Reading






        1 Peter 3:1-22

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. (3:12)
Meditation





Did you know that God does not hear all prayers equally?  Did you know that God gives more attention to some than to others?  Did you know that some people have a special audience with God?  But that is exactly what this verse declares.  This verse declares that God gives special attention to righteous people and turns his face against those who do evil.  

So this begs the questions: Are you living in righteousness or in evil?  Throughout 1 Peter we are called to holiness, purity and obedience.  We are called to lives marked by righteousness.  Are you?  In this letter Peter tells us to get rid of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander (2:1).  He tells us stop doing the things that pagans do (debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry) (4:3).  You need to stop doing those things.  You need to live in purity and holiness.  But obedience to this command carries with it a wonderful promise: a special audience with God.  When you live in righteousness, the Lord turns his face upon you and listens to you.  When you live in righteousness, you gain the favor of the Lord. 

Reflection





What specific sins do you need to abandon in favor of holiness and purity?

If the Lord’s ears are listening to your prayer, what are asking with that prayer?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, and to wrestle with the good and bad things of your camp experience.

Prayer

Precious Lord, I confess those areas of my life where I continue to do the things the pagans do.  Please reveal the specific sins that keep me from holiness and purity.  I desire to walk in righteousness as I obediently follow you.  Lord, turn your face upon me.  Amen.  

Judgment day
Day 5

Reading






        1 Peter 4:1-19

For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  (4:17)
Meditation





Judgment is coming.  One day we will all stand before God and give an account of our lives and God will judge each person’s work impartially (1:17).  When we, as believers in Jesus Christ, come to that judgment, we will stand firm because of our faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  By Christ we will be saved. 

But what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? Last night at club our friends heard that they have rebelled against God in sin and that the judgment for that sin is eternal separation from God.  But tonight they will hear the glorious accomplishment of the cross.  Pray for your friends today, that they will obey the gospel of God and avoid the punishment that awaits those who do not obey on judgment day.   

Reflection





Which of your friends have not obeyed the gospel of God?  

How can you share that gospel with them today?

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, and to wrestle with the good and bad things of your camp experience.

Prayer

Holy Judge, you are right in all your judgments.  You are right to punish those who have not obeyed the gospel of God.  I pray for __________ that tonight he/she will hear of Jesus’ work on the cross and respond in obedience.  Please God, we ask that you show mercy tonight.  Amen.

the temporary and the eternal
Day 6

Reading






        1 Peter 5:1-14

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. (5:10)
Meditation





In the closing remarks of his letter, Peter makes three promises.  Let’s look at each of those promises briefly.  First, he promises suffering.  We, as believers in Christ and for the name of Christ, will be insulted, abused and mocked. 

The second promise is that those sufferings will not last.  They will last “a little while”.  They are temporary.  As with all that is earthly, our suffering will come to an end.  In the meantime, we are called to rejoice in the midst of suffering.

The third and final promise of this verse is that God Himself will restore you.  He will make you strong, firm and steadfast.  He will bring you into His eternal glory.  You will be with Him forever.  

God is the God of all grace.  Our suffering is God’s grace being poured onto us that we may be refined and prepared to enter into His eternal glory.

Reflection





What circumstances in life are so hard and feel like they will go on forever, but which God promises you will only have to endure for “a little while”?

How are you making yourself ready for when God Himself comes to restore you?  

Journal – an opportunity to pour out your heart before God.  Use this as a chance to express what’s going well, what’s not, how you are feeling, and to wrestle with the good and bad things of your camp experience.

Prayer

God of all grace, I rejoice in the midst of suffering for your name because you promised that in a little while you will take me to be with you in glory forever.  Prepare me for that day.  Amen.

